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Federal Data Sources:
1) The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) collects institutional level data annually that is compiled into the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS).  These data are accessible through the IPEDS Data Center at http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/ 
Data included in IPEDS cover the following areas:
· Institutional Characteristics (Carnegie Classification, Athletic Conference affiliation, etc.)
· Enrollments (by level, age, and race/ethnicity)
· Student Financial Aid (% receiving loans and aid, by type of aid)
· Finance (Revenues, Expenditures, Assets)
· Completions (Certificates and Degrees by CIP Code)
· Graduation Rates 
· Human Resources (Employee Counts, Salary and Benefits)
To look up basic info for one college or compare up to four colleges, go to the IPEDS College Navigator at http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/   
2) The Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE) also maintains data specific to athletic departments in the Equity in Athletics Data Analysis Cutting Tool (EADA) including student-athlete counts, coaching staff and salaries, and revenues and expenditures by sport. http://ope.ed.gov/athletics/   
Affiliated Data Sources:
The Federal data sources do provide a vast amount of information that can be difficult to weed through and organize into useful information.  Many organizations have chosen to focus on particular areas of higher education, using data available through IPEDS and other sources, to convey important information in more user-friendly formats.
1) The Delta Cost Project’s Trends in College Spending Online (TCS) data system provides meaningful reports focused on revenues and expenditures, enrollments, and completions that can be used for longitudinal analyses and institution comparisons. www.tcs-online.org (Join Colleen for hands-on sessions later this afternoon).
2) The Education Trust’s College Results Online (CRO) system provides institutional data for comparisons around equity issues and graduation rates (student characteristics by race/ethnicity, % pell, grad rates by race/ethnicity and gender, etc) http://www.collegeresults.org/default.aspx 
3) The Institute for College Access and Success (TICAS) College InSight provides institutional data for comparisons around affordability, diversity, and student success.  This system is most useful for data on student financial aid and debt levels from OPE that cannot be found in a user-friendly system anywhere else http://college-insight.org/  
Institutional sources:
Get in touch with your Institutional Research (IR) department! They have a wealth of information that they wish more people would ask for. There is a wide variety of surveys that your institution participates in, and in most cases the IR departments are the ones collecting the data for these surveys (membership is required for access to the data for some of these surveys, thus you will have to go through your IR dept).  
Surveys to ask about:
· National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) or the community college partner to this, CSSE (http://www.ccsse.org/survey/profiles.cfm)  
· The Delaware Study of Instructional Costs
· National Student Clearinghouse
· Common Data Set (CDS)-used for College Board, Peterson’s, and US News and World Report publications. 
The Association for Institutional Research (AIR) has a listing of the contact information for many IR departments here: http://www.airweb.org/page.asp?page=309&cat=offices 

Media Sources:
The Chronicle of Higher Education has a host of data resources available, though some live behind a paywall: http://chronicle.com/section/Facts-Figures/58/ 
· Tuition and fees by institution, collected by The College Board, available back to 1999. Available in a comparative interactive tool: http://chronicle.com/article/Tuition-Fees-interactive/125043/ or as a list that can be sorted and filtered: http://chronicle.com/premium/stats/tuition/results.php
· Executive compensation at public and private universities: http://chronicle.com/premium/stats/990/private/private_result.php
· Congressional earmarks going to U.S. colleges and universities: http://chronicle.com/stats/pork/index.php with more recent work done by Taxpayers for Common Sense: http://www.taxpayer.net/earmarks.php (they have a version of this dataset filtered for higher education earmarks.
· American Association of University Professors’ faculty salary survey: http://chronicle.com/stats/aaup/index.php 
USA Today maintains a user-friendly database on athletic revenues and expenses for Division I schools here: http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/ncaa-finances.htm 
USA Today also provides NSSE data for schools that have made it publicly available here: http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/nsse.htm

Regional, state, and system sources
While it is important to have campus-level information at the base of your stories it is also vital to have comparison points to provide a context to what is going on at your school.  These sources below collect and publish information at the state and regional levels that can be useful to your work.
Four regional groups collect and distribute data on public higher education in their member states. 
· Southern Regional Education Board  www.sreb.org  
· Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education www.wiche.edu 
· Midwestern Higher Education Compact www.mhec.org 
· New England Board of Higher Education www.nebhe.org

Additionally, the State Higher Education Executive Officers (SHEEO) provide data-filled reports mostly at the state level (SHEF, State of State Postsecondary Data Systems, Four-State Cost Study) as well as contact information for each of the state systems http://www.sheeo.org/  . SHEEO has also partnered with the University of Illinois Grapevine program (http://www.grapevine.ilstu.edu/) to provide data on state finances for higher ed.  
The National Center for Higher Education Management Systems (NCHEMS) provides useful state-level data presentations http://www.nchems.org/  and http://www.higheredinfo.org/   The latest work from this organization has been around the projections of what it will take to meet President Obama’s education goal for college attainment by 2020.
The Institute for International Education’s Open Doors project keeps a mix of institution-level and state data on students studying in the United States from abroad: http://www.iie.org/en/Research-and-Publications/Open-Doors. 
