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STATE OF
CORRUPTION

The University of litinois at Urbana-Champaign Is the state’s top publlc college, and many fea: aclout list taints |t. ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/TRIBUNE PHOTO

Rezko relative is among those admitted to U. of I in
shadow system influenced by trustees and other insiders

By Jodi 8. Cohen,
Clatr

Ata time when it's more competitive
than ever to get into the University of
Rlinols, some students with subpar
academic records are being admitted
after interference from state lawmak-
ers and university trustees, a Tribune
investigation has revealed.

Hundreds of applicants received spe-
cial consideration in the last five years,
according todocumentsobtained by the
Tribune under the state's Freedom of
Infor; Act. Ther
& shadow admissions system in which
some students won spots at the state's

Jevich, got admitted after U. of L
President B. Joseph White wrote an
email stating that the governor “has
expressed his support, and would like
to see admitted” Rezko’s relative and
another applicant.

White’s message to the university

officlals on the same day they entered a
rejection decisfon for the Rezko rela-
tive. “He's actually pretty Jow” xepued
an admissions officer, referring to
applicant's ACT score and other cm
dentials, “Let me know when the denial
letter can goout.”

Instead, the relative was admitted.

Since 2005, about 800 undergraduate
students have landed on the clout list
for theUrbana- campus. It's

maost’

the protests of admissions omnexs
while others had their rejections re-
versed during an unadvertised ap]

process.

In one case, a relative of Antoin
“Tony" Rezko, the now-convicted influ-
ence peddler for former Gov. Rod Blago-

-Champaign
how many would qualify for
entry on thelr own, but their accept-
ance rate is higher than average. For
the 200803 school year, for example,
about 77 percent were awepted com-
pared with 63
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“Put fredacted] on the waitlist. ... I know he's
very low at Benet. but those are the orders "

Please tum to Page 4

versity of
Hinols at Urhamuumpum, to .dmlsslons ofnw Abel Montoya

SPRINGFIELD — Reform met
reality Thursday when self-styled
outsider Gov. Pat Quinn cut a deal
on the high-profile issue of cam-
paign contribution imits that
critics blasted as weak, ineflective
and partly designed to benefit the
governor himself.

The legisiation would put in
place the firstever limits on how
much individuals and interest

groups can give to politicians, in
theory starting to tame a system
described as the *Wild West” of
campaign fundraising.

See story on pace s and complete
coverage of Springfield actionat
chicagotribune.com/clout.

EDITORIALS

No tax hike

hefore reform
Springiield, you're asking for
trouble with voters if you raise
the fncome tax before you pass
thorough and meaningful ethies
and spending reforms. pace 2s

ENDING ‘PAY TO PLAY":
Lawmakers enact solid reform in
state contracting. pacx2s

s
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Alderman indicted
over land dealings

Ald. Isaac Carothers {s charged
with selling his office for playoff
tickets, air conditioning and

other home improvements. eace ¢
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find a map of and a list of par Jay Leno bids farewell Cubs pitcher apologizes
Friday as host of NBC's for outburst; next start
“Tonight Show,” a chance pushed back two days.
S eI few broadeast personal- PLUS: Zell says Cubs sale
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iR Liigezirle el Clout goes to college

Records reveal a shadow
admissions system at U. of L.

E-mails detail influence

The Tribune analyzed 1,800 pages of e-mails and other documents in which officials of the University
of Hlinois at Urbana-Champaign chronicle a shadow admissions system for select applicants.

Here are some sample findings:

The denial of a student rolated »
toTony Rezko Is reconsidared

Gov. Rod Blagojevich sends word through
Trustee Lawrence Eppiey that he would like
to see & Rezko relative and another student
admitted. U of t President 8 Joseph White
forwards the information to the admissions
office, which says that the Rezko relative
has been denled. The rejection letteris
pulled from the system, and Rezko's
relative is later admitted.

“I've taken the decision out
of the system and have pulled
the letter. [The student’s
scores are] actually pretry

low,

—Admisslons officer Abel Montoya
(2005)

. 4 ACategory | student i admitted
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AcCategory | student Is pushed for »
taw school, even though he would
bring down the school's profile

Paul Pless, assistant dean of law schoo!

admissions, ralls against admitting an

unqualified student. He suggasts the student
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ahead of mora qualifiad studants

Keith Marshall, assoclata provost for
enrcliment management, instructs the
admisslons office to accept a student after
trustee Robert Speriing checks on the
applicant's status.

“... He has a (redacted) ACT
and is (redacted) percentile at
Stevenson. He would be another
good candidate for June. ...
Hope we don't take too big of a
hit for putting him in ahead of
other more qualified students.”
~Marshall (2008)

will drag down the schoof's GPA and LSAT
Boals, meaning the university will have to
admit two addltional students to offset any

negative Impact to the program's reputation.
“..This is now the third candi-
date that we have been forced to
admit. ... (Redacted) will not be
asuccessful student here and I
have very real concerns about
his ability to pass the Bar. ... we
are setting this young man up

to fail”

—Pless (2006)

Astudentis admitted late

Marshalt instructs the admissions
officer in charge of clouted

Continued from Page 1

‘That's in spite of the fact
that patronage tes, as
a group, had lower average
ACT scores and class ranks
then all admitted students,
records show.

In 2008, for example, m)r
menonaverageranked in
88th percentile in their hlzh
school class, while clouted
smdentézl ranked in the 76th

e

experts
letting clout affect admis-
sjons compromises the integ-
rity of the university.

“Whether it's{a Rezkorela-
tive] or any other kid who
takes & spot, he typically
takes a spot of someone who
s more qualified. That's the
part that gets my blood bofl-

ing," satd Jim Conroy, a New
Tﬂer ‘Township High School
college counselor. “This is
notaprivate institution, This
is yours and mine. Our flag-
ship state university should
not be part of any political
shenan! "

Presldent White said it's
not unusual for selective uni-
versities to receive input on
applicants from interested
parties, and it's important to
have a system to track the
requests. The additional in.
formation can help the ad-
missions office make a more
informed decision, he said—
though the university dis-
courages applicants from
sending letters of recommen-
dations, saying on its Web
sitethat

U, of I, Trustes Frances Car-
voll said te helped a student
who she didn’t know. Jost M,
OSORIO/TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Trustee Kenneth Schmldt
called his repeated forward-
ing of applicant names an
“epidemic

realize there was a separate
category for their requests,

name and a few vital statis-
tics to have the student
placedin it.

And many did so without
reservatio

‘Trustee Kenne'.h Schmidt
referred to his repeated for-
warding of applicant names
as an "epiﬂem:g‘ in one 2006

materials can be distract:
-

He deciined to discuss spe-
cific cases, including the Rez-
ko relative, but said: “T would
never support admission ofa
student over betterqualified
students simply because of
connections and pressure.”

But the Tribune review of
about 1,800 pages of docu-
ments shows politically ap-
pointed trustees and law-
makers routinely behave as

lar when he eould “dleck up

masse.”
Schmxdt did not mlurn acall
from the Tribune.

Abel Montoya, who over-
saw Category I applicants for
about five years until he left
the university in October,
said he watched as denial
decismnswereovenumad

2008 internal memo,
Munlcya refers to some Cate-
gory I applicants as “stu.
dents who can't get in on
their »

offl-
cers advocating on behalf of
relatives and neighbors—
even housekeepers' kids and
families with whom they
share Hawafian vacations.
They declare their candi-
dates "no brainers” for ad-
mission and suggest that if
they are not accepted, the
admissjons system may need
revamping.

The Investigation found:

W University officials recog-
nized that certain students
were  underqualified—but
admitted them anyway.
W Admisstons officers com-
plained in vain as their rec-
g‘x:lmendaﬂuns Were over-

ed.
® Trustees pushed for pre-
ferred students, some of
whom were n-tends. nefgh-
bors and relativi
M Lawmakers deuvmd ELS
mission requests to U, of 1.

Montoya told the Tribune:
“I don't really know the rea-
son or rationale why some
decisions were changed. I
just knew that it came from
someone above, and I wasn't
in the position to ask ques.
tions.”

‘The university denies that
Category I candidates re-
ceive extraordinary treat
ment.

But the man who oversees
the undergraduate admis-
sions process acknowledges
the system’s flaws.

“Idotry to work very hard
to maintain the integrity of
the sdmlssians mees,
said Keith Marshall, associ-
ate prvvost for enroliment
management. “The whole
Category Iprocessisa bitofa
challenge to me, but I don’t
believe it is unique to this
university”

lobbylsts, whose jobs depend ‘The system has affected

"%um- nth J“J:,“‘N%L‘J‘””‘._ onpleasingthelawmakers  the quality of the student

Lz = :,:‘;;ﬁ;ﬂ':-muu‘::‘."":" M University officials de- body, records show. In 2006,
SRR D ety s pain 23 layed admissions notifica- theLaw School's admissions
,,...M___u-n.........,,,__(v»»«m,.m-‘. tions to weak candidatesun-  dean argued that admittinga
"'-...,.".’.':.’::,".:--w-....":::.*n u”:-':'.'::.:';f.:::,m, til the end of the schocl year ~ Category I applicant would
I rnam':ﬂ,:‘mmmuvm'“ﬁ-‘mﬁ' tominimize the falloutattop require the admission of two
"---,u:.-;;---.-..@. T e sy feeder high schools. additional students to offset
e R et L Farexnmple,mlsspmlgan the fmpact it would have on
Adaniad studant is admitted Officernotes ing "territle menﬁm of herefsmo track i
Atrustee helpsa Lincoln Park High Admissiens officer Abe! Montoya, sions office was denied ad- applicant} is faced with the

to place a“falrly weak" Fenwick
student on the wait list. The admission
officer responds she will do it, but that
it will look unusual to the applicant’s
high school. The student was later
admitted,

“.. I don't have any

wiggle room on this one”
~Marshall {2009)

appe
herrejection. Marshall declares that

the student has "terrible credentials”

but plans to admit her in June when
it's less likely to raise eyebrows at her
high school.

“We need to move her

in as late as possible”
~Marshall (2008)

who handled patronage candidates,
asks for permission to admit
someone from the clout fist.
“Sorry, but I need to keep
track of these requests for
students who can't get in
on their own credentials”
—Montoya (2008)

" KEMH CLAXTON / TRIBUNE

mittance. She sought help
from Trustee Frances Car-
roll, who encouraged her to
appeal the denial—an option
not mentioned in rejection
letters or any untversity m
erature. Carroll

the appeal to Umvexsity
Chancellor Richard Herman
and sought his help. The

rigor ofour program there is
absolutely no reason to ex-
pectanything other than fafl-
ure,” wrote Paul Pless, the
law admissions dean.

The Tribune s unsure
whether the student was ad-
mitted because the univer-
sity did not respond to a
request for that information,
The ed out

Then, to avoid drawing
attention at the applicant’s
high school, where her ac-
ceptance could rafse eye-
brows, documents show the
university planned to wait
until the end of the school
year tonotify theapplicant.

Carroll said the Lincoln

High School senfor,
‘whom she didn‘tknow, had a
32 grade-point average, par-
ticipated in many extra-cur-
ricular activitfes and de-
served a spotatU.of L Carroll
said she likes to help disad.
vantaged students who may
notunderstand the system,

tronage has become
such an entrenched part of
the admissions process that
there's even a name for the
applicants wit.h heavy-hit-

lawmakers said they dmn‘(

all references to grades, test
scoresand dlassrank, amove
the newspaper is appealing
under open records laws. It
alsohid applicant names.

Of the record-setting 26,000
applicants to the University
of Illinois this year, 160 were
classified as Category I

In one case, Marshall in.
structed anadmissions coun-
selor toplace a studenton the
waiting lst even though she
seemed an obvious rejection.

“1 know she's fairly weak
at Fenwick, but I don't have
any wiggle room on this
one,” he wrote. ‘Done, but
this will look off with the
high school,” replied admis-
sions officer Jennifer Plercy.

“Understood,”  Marshall
wrote.

Herman said Category 1
applicants may havea higher
rate of admission “simply




because we have more in-
formation” about them.

“We are a public institu.
tion and I think we have to
answer to the state and that
means those who support us
perhaps through their elect-
ed representative, the board
who {s our governing body,
and all the parents who call
me up. I feel I have to be able
torespond,” he said.

About half of this ye
Category I appumnts hagg

Whatis‘Categoryl'?

Alabel used by illinols’ admissions office,
Category | applicants are those whose
names are forwarded by university trustees,

affairs

office or othars within the university. it also
Includes wheeichal athletes,

University officlals say they put these
applicants in a saparate category as away to
more easlly keep track of the requests."The
purpose Is to simply keep track of certain

ties to state

routinely insert themselves
into the admissions process,
A 2008 log managed by the
University’s government af-
fafrs office tracked nearly 80
applicants pushed by politi-
cisns.

Among those was & New
Trier senfor whom Diinofs
Senate  President  John
Cullerton {D-Chicago)
‘wanted admitted. In a Febru-
ary email to Herman, uni-
lobbyist  Terry

cLennand  wrote: “The
President thought this stu.
dents [sic} score seemed a
little high for waft list and

asked If we could intervene
and admit the student at this
timerather then{sic) waiting
for the April decision date.”

Cullerton declined to com-
ment. His district does not
extend into New Trier's
boundaries. Cullerton’s pa-
tronage reflects a General
Assembly practice that dates
back decades, according to

learned about the system
from veteran legislators
shortly after winning elec
tion In 1983.

“t has probably been go-
ing on for 100 years,” he said.
“Tobe honest, I think it helps
to let them know that we're

assistance with college appli-
cations in his constituent
newsletter, ranks among the
most prolifie Category 1 pa-
trons. Records show he
pushed for at least 20 candi-
dates since 2005, with enly

four

have inquired about”
sakd Kaith Marshall, assoclala pnwost fof

ACT
278 25.7

to communicate back to whomever askad

about a studant”

There Is no significance to the letter i

Trustees Chairman Niran
jan Shah pushed fora student
tobesdmitted to therigorous
M:BA program, even though

Herman warned

Trustees, who sccount for
another portion of Category I
students, also said they are
working on behalf of con-
stituents.

In March 2008, Board of

erma
t.ha\ school officials “had se-
rious concerns about his
ability to handle the academ-
ics™ and the student's GPA
u{la; “below what {s admis-
sible.”

“May be [sic] he can be on
probation during first year,”
Shah suggested.

Ermai]s show that when

Shah pressed for a decision
before he visited the stu-
dent's family in Indla, the
business school relented and
on‘ered theapplicanta spot.

said late Thursday
'.hat he did not know the

Average ACT scare and high school class rank (ror
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Clout goes to college JygiicieivioRiiz:ved 1alelc]

studs

\ts each falt)

858 73.6

Andy Wethekam, with U, of L. alumnl dad, Tomn, had high scores but the business school denled him. scorT

student or his family He said
thefamily reached outtohim
because they wanted to be
sure the office

3T Freshmen N Categorylapplicants
2008
t Rank(%)

i
|
f
|

2007 2008
ACTscore | Rank (%) ACTscore | Rank (%)
279 26.6 | 87.6 75.5 | 28.0 27.2 | B8.376.4
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good at this,’ " Eppley satd.

Still, the majority of appli-

cants who are denied

ugh regular channels do
not have the support of those
in power—and never consid-
ered trying an endrun
around the process.

Andy Wethekam, a Yorik
Community High School stu-
dent who thought he would
follow in his father’s foot-

ness school this year despite
earningadlonthe ACTanda
4.1 grade-point average.

“It was pretty much a fore-
gone concluston X would go to
Tlinols,” Wethekam said.

Hedid not appeal the deni-
al Hedldn’t know he could.

“They never advertise
that,” said Wethekam, whois
heading to Indiana Univer-
sity thisfall.

Hisfather, Tom Wethekam,
chalked up the maneuver-
ings to business as usual in
Miinofs.

“If you know somebody,
good things happen to you in
the state of iinois on a lot of
different fronts,” the father
said. “T look at this as an

regardiess of whether he
knows the applicants and
said he tries to “demystify"
the process for

was aware of the complex
grading systems used at
some Indian universities, in-
cluding the one the student
attended,

Trustee Lawrence Eppley
said he forwards requests

students. He said [
friends have been denled ad-
mission-~which he says is
proof that he doesn't have
influence in decisfons.

“If you talk to my friends,
they would say: ‘He's not very

of all that™

Tribune reporter Robert
Becker contributed.

Jscohen@tribune com
sstelair@tribune com
tmalone@tribune.com

Coming Sunday: Legisia-
tors use their clout to get
students admitted to the Uni-
versity of Rliinois
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Gov. Pat Quinn {left) and House Speaker
Michael Madigan testify on campaign
finance reform Friday in Springfield.
TERRENCE ANTONIO JAMES/TRISUNE PHOTO

Reform,
tax-hike
bills in
limbo

House Democrats
abruptly call it a day
with no consensus

Feeling the pressure as the clock
ticks on abudgat, Densocrats huddled
for hours Friday but couldn’tagree on
whether to raise the Illinols income tax
ot by how much.

“We're looking for courage,” said
Rep. Art Turner (D-Chicago). "We've
got it spelled C-O-U-R, but we're looking
for the restof it.”

‘With Republicans unwilling to go
along, Democrats floated everything
from a temporary tax hike toan even
bigger tax increase than Gov. Pat Quinn
wants.

"They left the Capitol abruptiy. hop-
ing toreturn with new perspective
Saturday. STORY ONPAGEL

Facing outrage aver pref-
erential treatment given o
same well-connected Univer-
sity of Tllinois applicants.
school officials pledged to
clean itp an admissions sys-
tem they acknowledge was
sometimes subjected to out-
side influence.

“To the extent some prob-
lems were pointad out, we
can and will correct them.”
said U. of L President B.
Joseph White.

The reaction came the day
a Tribune investigation re-
veuled that some students
with subpar acndemic re-
cords are being admitted to
the university's Urbana-
Champaign campus afler in-
terforence from state law.
makersand university board
members.

The Tribune reporied Fri-
day that abowt 800 tnder-
graduates have landed on the
clout list—known internally
as “Category ["—since 2005.
About 160 students were
placed on the lst this year
after trustees, lawninkers
and others in powerful posk
tions sent e-mails or placed
calis on their behalf.

“To the extent that the
stary points out that {here
has been a small number of
instances of inappropriate
pressuretoadmitsindents...
in the semse, jump some
students overother students,

Please turn to Page 6

. of 1. President 8. Joseph

white is 1o meet with senior
staff on the issue Monday.
JOSE M. OSORO/TRIBUNE PHOTO

Saturday planner

Kraft Family Series at Harris Theater

The series finale features Grammy Awand winner Dan
Zanes (and Friends) jolned by Pilsen Neighborhood Chil-
dren's Cholr.

‘When: 1 and 4 p.m. Where: Harris Theater for Musicand
Dance, Millennium Park, 205 E. Randolph St.

Price: $25-430, 15 for children 12and younger; 312-334
7777, harristheaterchicago.org

asS| Belmont/Shefficid Music Festival
p ing ;the The Lakeview street festival is in its 25th year andstill
‘Tonight torch bringing high-quality local and natfonal tainment
with cutting-edge fine arts and crafts.
With a touch of dampness in mn: %wgﬁg&nlx Satorday bgalso noon-9 pan. Sunday)
‘his eyes, comedian Jay Leno re: On eld Aw.mue mver_\ Belmont Avenue
ended his 17-vear run ashost . ’ and School Street. Price: $5donation; 7738683010
of NBC'sThe Tonight Show” ROC n t e S] 1 1 ]I‘ S Lagands: The Artwork
on Friday by welcoming of Rock and Royalty
new host Conan OBrien ifa mg%ms l’g’é i i"‘m&‘i‘sfu’e
i 1 H 11 o same as hismus| in, itinust
25 guest, uve st e Midwest vibe suits many musicians e evoutach ot
I H art exhibition at the newly opened Wit
as they roll toward senior tour status O e mchiden works by
SUShi at thi musical legends such as John Lennon,
e By Megan Twohay 1might beexpected to be “hangin’ Janis Joplin, Jerry Garciaand Grace
Shedd Aquarium TRIBUNE REPORTER tough,” as the song nstructs, in Stick, Whert 1 am.7pm. (also 11
New York City or Las Angeles, a.m.6 p.m. Sunday). Where: e Wit Hotel, 201 N. State St
Preparation cinss comes For Frankie Sullivan, “Eye of  home to snany of the industry's Price: Free; 3124670000
with side of awareness. mee3 the Tiger” was the ticket to 2 moversandshakers

Weekend weather

See Tom Skilling's complete
forecast on back of SPORTS

new worid. The 1982 Grammy
Award-winning theme song of
“Rocky I which he co-wrote
a5 a guitarist in Survivor cata-
pulted the band to cult status
and introduced Sullivan to all
the glitz of rock stardom.,

Now in his 508, the only origh-
nal member stitl with the group

San

Instead. the Northlake native
is settled on a quiet street in
Palatine—one of a number of
aging rockers from the "70s and
*80s who are rooted in Chicago’s
suburbs, where they can be
found shopping at the neigh

Please tum to Page 2

Windy City Ro!

llers
Catch some of roller derby’s finest (ves, they'restill roll-
ing, well, since 2004): the Manic  Attackers battling Hell's

Belles, and the Doutle Crossers facing off.

‘againstthe
Fuming Fury When: 6420 p.m. Where: UIC Pavilion, 525
S. Racine Ave. Price: $20-§40, 815 for seniors. S1ttfor chil-
dren 12 and younger; 800-745-3000, ticketmaster.com

—Reging Robinson
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’ STATE OF CORRUPTION

Reform faces
uphill climb
‘Evenas House Speaker Michael Madigan and Gov Pat

reforms, the governor's own ethics czar was urging
1awmakers to do better So goes political reform in

Dlinois. Whil tackied by
drew wldﬁspmd praise, the bills that most directly
affected inoffice deadon arival,

gutted, watered down or tabled. And now any impetus
topass meaningful reform may be overrun by the
looming budget crisis. ANALYSIS, CHICAGOLAND, PAGET

Reform score card: Where the varied measures stand
in the Jegistative process. cHICASOLAND, PaGE S

Democrats In disarray: The majority party can't
agree on how tohandle the budget, cncacoLana, pase s

Stacy
TRBUNE REPORTERS

State Sen. Chris Lauzen betieved

SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2009 | The Midwest's largest reporting team | 24 hours at chicagotribune.com

From the state Capitol in Springfield, lawmakers have often given subpar applicants with clout an extra push to get into the University of Iinois. TERRENCE ANTONIO JAMES/TRIBUNE PHOTOS

&t. Claly, Jodi S. Colien and Robert Becker

the state’s most prestigious publtc

astudent deserved tothe
Umverslly of Nilinols law school in
and he Jet the university's
lnbby 1sts know,
The school l’t;dmn thought other-

wlsa

“She won't hurt us terribly, but
she certainly won't belp us,” then.
Dean Heidi Hurd wrote to Chancel-
lor Richard Herman. “She will
almost certainly be denied admis-
sion if the process unfolds as we
predict. But shecan probably dothe
work. If you tell me we need to do
thisone, we will. We'll remember it
though!”

“Flease admit” the chancellor
replied. “Tunderstandnoharm.”

The email exchiange, one of hun-
dreds received by the Tribune

House Speaker Michael Madi-  under a Freedom of Information
gan has urged the admission Act request, emboddies an ongoing
of 34 applicants since 2005. power struggle between edum_atms

who want to protect the integrity of

TRIBUNE EDITORIAL

’lhe admlssmns scandal at Rezko U.

ant
also feel compelied to appease pow
erful lawmakers.

The Tribune on Friday reported
evidence that subpar applicants
gafned adnission tothe U, of I with
the sway of state lawmal
university trustees. The investiga-
tion revealed that acceptance decl-
sions at times occurred over the
objections of admissions officers in
deference to power hrokers.

University officials issued state-
ments saying they “mostly get it
right” but welcome the apportuni-
ty to address inequities outlined in
the Tribune coverage.

Further analysis of the 1100
documents vevesls how inter-
twined admissions decisions were
with political maneuverings in
Springfield. The Tribune found in-

Flease turn to Page 4

Tribune editortal: One thing Quinn hasal hadis

3 that secretl: those without clout? Have
areputation for being principled. Youhiave to wonder, Isthe role of political cloutin Hinois ¢ been deprived of the honest serv-
‘:&"g“;:f ishsiness rbelng govero he Gaen 10 but perfictly legal or have university orother state  icesof whohave par ina
Moo : N e hs(a.n' s wongnide ificials comveyed a valuable public asset—admis- long-term filegality? These are the kind of ques-

sion lo the U, of L—to clouted spplicants? Have tions that have to be asked every time public offi-
offi tensof I ials tobe treating the people’s valuable
by hi hy shadow system i OWTL. READ THE FULL EDITORIAL ONPAGE 2T
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TRIBUNE WATCHDOG CLOUT GOES TO COLLEGE

Whose relatives got
clouted into U. of 1.

Cases of questionable acceptances show pull
of elected officials, Blagojevich contributors

By Stacy St. Clair and Jodi S, Cohien
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

A relative of Chicago Ald. Frank Oliva's

didn't have the required grades for a spedal
programat the |

Tllinots but got accepted anyway after minon
House Speaker Michael Madigan's office
intervened.

Another applicant—the relative ofa promi-
nent attorney who, along with his firm,
conmbuted more than $120,6x m ousled ch

Rix
sc.hool despite objections Imm the admis-
sions dean,

A relative of convicted Blagojevich influ-
ence peddler Antoin “Tony” Rezko's was
going to be rejectad until a series of powarful
patrons got involved, in a case previously
reported by the Tribune,

‘While these scenarios suggest that admis-
sions at the state’s flagship university may
have been used as a political plum, the
connections may not be apparent to a special
commission looking into how influence af-
fects admissions at the U. of L The commis-
sion has decided not to press for the hames of
more than 500 politically connected appli-

Please turnto Page 4

MOBE INSIIE

Feds subpoena
. .

3 Mlinois

. P
universities
Already defending itself against
charges that clouted applicants gol
special reatment in admissions, the
University of Illinois has received a
federal subpoena for doctunenis that
could show whether Gov. Rod
Blagujevich and his assoclates played
a role. Authorities also subpoenaed
two other state schools. pace 4

CITY SERIES:
CUBS 6,S0X 5

Round 2: North Siders

INSPORTS: Inadramati fro

victory the Cubs

scored five runs in the final two innings to even the rain-shortened
fwo-game series, Geovany Soto hita solohome runto tie the game

IN BUSINESS: Tribune Co. isnolonger negotiating only with
the Ricketts family on a deal for the Cubs. Sourees confirmed

Thu.rsday that thy

in theelgh

and Alfonso Sord: 4

Jed in the w!

pany recently d 1
ith & groupled by for mer Chicagoan Marc CGtay.

parate

Parents bank cord blood;

TRIBUNE REPORTER

doctors question the value

By Trine Tsouderos

More than 70 diseases, fom
childhoodleukamiastosickiecell
anemia. can be weated with cord-

Leukemia patient Rhesha Craigen (left) and daughter Anne celebrate
Anne's high schoo! graduation, Cralgen got a cord-blood donation from
& public bank. Doctors laud such donations. mecio onmzarmaue HoTo

‘The advertising makes it hard
for parents-io-be to say no. Pay us
to bank your child's umbilical
cord blood, they urge, because
soneday she, or another relative,
may need it.

“The first and most lmportam
tnvestment in your baby's future
heaith,” counsels CorCelk “Your
love and cord hlood are two of
nature’s most powerful protec-
tors”  assures  FamilyCord.
“Years from now, the cute outfits
won't fit ... the stem cells willl”
Jjokes NeoCells.

blood stem cells, the compinies
note. Andresearch intonew ways
to use (hemn is promising, in-
cluding work on spinal cord in-
juries, trawnatic brain injuries
and diabetes.

But =k to physicians who
treat children and often vou'll
hear adifferent stary.

“I think people are paying for
nothing,” said Dr. Eliane Gluck-
man, president of the European
Schoal of Haematology and the

Please turn to Paga 17

Summer’s sting
almost upon us

This slow-starting summner has cut.
down on barbecues and beach trips,
but it has kept the mosquitoes away,
Well, that’s about to change. Experts
predict that mosquitoes will be buzz-
ing in parts of the region &s soon as
Sunday, bovsted by rising tempera-
tures and rainfull. The recession has
left foundations unfinished and
pools abandaned—providing prime
hreeding grounds for the mosquito
that can transmit the West Nile
VIrus. STORY 1N CHICAGOLAND EXTRA

A view from Inslde
the Senate chamber
Commentary: Lawmakers enacled
significant reforms, Senate President
John Cullerton writes. paoeas

Serving up rib tips

Check ou Kass® column and video
about doing up some special barbecue

and peppers for Father's Day. pasg 2

NANCY STONE/TRIBUNE PHOTO
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Family
8, (Tavel

How to get the most out of
your extended-family vacation.

24 hours at chicagotribune.com | Mostly sunny early; high 84, low 67. 5
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TRIBUNE WATCHDOG CLOUT GOES TO COLLEGE

Trustees no strangers to clout

U. of I. board members backed TRIBUNE EDITORIALS

applicants nearly 100 times in 3 years At Clout U,
it's time for

By Robert Backer, Tara Malone inside
and Jodi 5, Cohen TMhzo:eof ?:\lgﬂcal schoot admits :
TRISUNE REPORTERS appllr.ant got unfak advantage. pace s eﬂ)lcs ClaSS
In September 2006, the dean of the
University of Iinofs' law school e-mailed a “Pulling strings to helpan unquali-
colleague inadmissionstosay thataU.ofl.  dence in an admissions system tainted by fied applicant get into a taxpayer-
trustee had “just called me about getiing  revelations that it cowld be influenced by sponsored university—at the ex
hJs tremivel into Isw school here next powerful pan'on& Yet several of the trust- PO’ e ex-
ees charged with fixing the system were pense of qualified applicants who
Dean Heidt Hurd asked the admin{s- among itsmostfrequentusers. play by therules—isn't a constitu-

trator to walk the board member, Dr. Newly obtained records reveal nearly
Kenneth Schmidt, through “all the varl- 100 instances where trustees backed appli-
d cants in the last three years alone, in-
process.” cluding their relatives and the d\ﬂd.mn of
“Needless to say, this one takes velvet colleaguesand ‘key emp!
gloves,” Hurd wrote, public records show. Every member of the hoard took part,

ent service It's an abuse of power”
PAGEZS

STATE OF CORRUPTION: True
reform won't be realized unless the

Schinidt's relative was admitted. except for Edward McMillan, who became
"As stewards of the state’s most prestl-  a trusteejustmonths ago. s people whorun thisstate feel they
gious public university the politically Board Chaltman Niranjan Shah pressad adminlstrators to facereal competition. Iilinots

tr now Please turn to Page 4 conslder stud 105! needs better candidates. page 23

DADDY’S HOME!

SPORTS

Alesson
learned
Jarrett Payton
1sn't giving up,
Just like his
father, Walter.

Father-
in-chief
The president
writes about
what it means
tohimtobea 3 .
dad, and the key Since fosing his job 13 manths 2go. Joseph Blanco of Clarendon Hills has made braakfast every day for daughter Veronica and son Kal. LANE CHRISTIANSEN/TRIBUNE PHOTO
role fathers play

insoctety. Barbara Brotman “Ne,” the girls chorused from the ingattention.
4 Nobody wants oo epoRTER G P Dadl,” Mockus said helpfully.
BMART t 1 . b "Isitarepumanhesars'mwex" The gi;rls oW ﬁu&;& D:g of
Within moments of picking his course. He's sillier m, drives
Money 0 lose a JO 4 gamm m‘;x;mmpu;:omer gay. % i‘t-gdecom(;zgpoﬁtg;"h sl‘;awe(r ;as?gn zem; sm‘?:s like 'r;’h:‘ one
fosep] us began trying to whee- “No!” Grace said, rol er eyes, aboutv g aforeign country, g
matters but SOlTle fathel's dle out of them what they had made “Why would 1 give you a decorated  the animals there and returning home
What's a dad to . him for Father’s Day. potato?” the sameday, which they knew wasnot
do when his son are ﬁndln g “Givemea little hint "hesatdashe  Jane changed the subject to her truebutenjoyed hugely just the same.
drove Jane and Grace, 7-year-old iden-  discovery of a Twix wrapper in the ‘They also Know that the reason Dad,
gets into debt? tical twins, back to their Lake Forest backseat,

nlce bel‘leﬁts home. *“Mom,” she began, not entirely Please turnto Page 18

Good deals
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outdoors.
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Target.com/weekiyad.
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U. of 1. jobs-for-entry scheme

CLOUT GOES TO COLLEGE
E-mails reveal law school
put price tag on admission
of unqualified candidate

75¢ CITY & SUBURES, $1.25 ELSEWHERE--163RD YEARNO. T & CHICAGO TRIBUNE £

By Jod] 8, Cohen,
‘Tara Malone and
Robert Becker

TRIBUNE REPORTERS
What does it cost fo get an

ied student into the Unij-

unqualifl
rsity of Tinofslaw schoot?
Five jobs for graduating law stu-
dents, suggest internal emails re-
leased Th

jursday
The documents show for the first

time efforis to seek favors—in this
case, jobs—for admissions, the
most troubling evidence yet of how
Tlinols’ entrenched system of pa-
tronage crept into the state's most
prestigions publ!c university

‘They also detail the law schoal’s
system for handlmg “Special Ad-
mits." students backed by the pohd-
cally connected,

scope of & scandsl prompted by a

Chimgo'l‘dbune investigation.

1n one e-mafl exchange, Univer-
sity of Ilinofs Chancelior Richard
Herman forced the law school to
admit an unqualified applicant

deep-pocketed Blagojevich cam-
Piease turn to Page 13

= ERIDAY, JUNE 26,2009 |

In the 1980s,
Michael Jack-
50N was at the
pinnaclo of his
popularity.
LUKE FR.

GETIY £

Eccentric superstar
surprising to the end

By Geoff Boucher

Michael Jackson was fasci
nated by celebrity tragedy Hehad
astatue of Marilyn Monroe in his
home. He bought the publishing
rights to Buddy Holly's songbook
and studied the sad Hollywood
exile of Charlie Chaplin. He mar-
ried the daughter of Elvis Prestey

Jackson met his own untimely
death Thursday at age 50. More
thanany of those past icons, helelt
a complicated legacy As a child

1it from within; as a middleage
mars he was viewed as something
uki.n toa vlsldng alien who, lke

d cease to exist i
the upplause ever stopped.

It was irapossible in the early
19805 to Imagine the surreal fina}
chapters of Jackson’s Hfe. In that
decade, he became the world's
most popular entertainer thanks
0 & series of hit records—"Beat
It," “Billie Jean,” “Thriller"—and
dazding music videos, Perhaps
the best singer and dancer of his
generation, he created his own

The Midwest's largest reporting team |

Fa
.31'

.
%

S et AT

& 53

Farne came early for Gary native
Jackson, who fed his famlly act The

Jackson 5 as a talented child singer.

1958-

24 hours at chicagotribune.com

2009

3 Michael
Jackson

By Barriet Ryan, Chris Lee
and Scott Gold
TRIBUNE NEWSPAPERS

LOS ANGELES — Michael
Jackson. a seminal figure in mu-
sie, dunce and culture whose ever-
changlng face graced thecovers of
albums that sold more than a
haif-billion coples, died on 'l‘hurs-
day, shortly after going inwo cardi-
ac arrest at his Los Angeles cha.
teau. He was S0 years old.

Jackson spent much of his life
as the most famous parson on the
planet, and to many, his prema-

Pop music legend dies
on eve of comeback bid

and, oddly, inevitable,
Paramedics found Jackson in
cardine arrest when they arrived
at his home shortly before 1230
pm. Pacific time, 3 minutes end 17
seconds after recelving a 811 call.
His personal physician was al-
ready in the house performing
CPR. Jackson was not breathing,
and it appears he never regained
consclousness. Paramedics treat-
ed Jackson at the house for 42
minutes, and he was declared
dend at 226 p.m. at UCLA Medicat
Center, about 2 miles from his

star he was so talented heseemed  Please turn to Rage 5 TRIBUNE PHOTO 19712 ture death felt both unthinkable Please turn to Page §
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‘Charlie’s Angels’ In Englewood, no immunity to violence School strip-search %2:'.

star Farrah Fawcett As police investigated the killing of a giri who was shot while washing her constituti £465
: Fa family's dogs in 2 gang member for killinga un onal

Arare form of cancer girlin thy hood i h by birthday paces Thesmnsenrchofal&mr—old NOON

actress who in the 1970 became Arizona «%%5

& hugely popular pinupmodel hiding pain-reliefpills was

and star of the television serjes SPORTS unreasonable and unconstitu: sPM

“Charife’s Angels” and later . . tional, the Supreme Court ruled y

gained critical accolades for Cubs’ Lou Pinjella: | still have fire Thhursday The fustices'8:1 82

mwre dramaticfare, including The manager defends himself against a perceived loss of passion butean't decision setnew limits an how See Tom SKifling's

the 1984 TV movie “The Burn- say for sure that he'll be back in 2010 for the final year of his contract. Plus, far officials may go to inspect forecast on the

ingBed " mozn the Clty Series with the White Sox shifts to US. Celluler Field an Friday for drugs an campus. prae back of Movies




Y széxsmx FLATE5, THERE'S SOMETHING FOR EVERVONE 15 on the town

Walter Walﬁer ‘s BlackBerry shows an image of a smiting Jonmet Gal!oway recovenng in his hosmtal bed. HEATHER CHARLES/TRIBUNE PHOTOS

‘We’re all supposed to
be safe in our home’

Injured 8-year-old among victims of violent night

‘Wakter Watker tatks Thursday about his son
Jonmel Galloway, who s recovering in Uni«
versity of Chicago Comer Children's Hospi-
talafter he was shot Wednesday.

By Annie Sweeney
TRISUNE REPORTER

‘When Walter Walker talkslike a minister
about his young son being hit by stray
gunfire inside the boy's South Side home,
the words flow.

‘We've got to stop the violence.

are g kids.

Bu(askhxmhmvhefeelsasadaﬂandhe
pauses for 2 moment and shrugs his
shoulders.

“ can’t explain it,” says Watker 85, a
minister at Wings of Heaven International

try for four years, “I can'texplain it.”

On Thursday, hisson Jonmel Galloway., 8,
was smiling and posing for photos, asking

for his favorite pizza and playing video
games with his older brother in a hospital
room just a day after beingshot.
’rhe stray builet had pierced a window of
s second-story apartment in
Engle\vnod about 11:30 pm. as Jonmel was
é‘la(dxlng TV. according to family and
hical
Inthe hospmil lohby: his mother silently
cried in the arms of a friend. And his
father—y former street-pang member who
says he has left thac life a decade after
serving time for attempred murder—vowed
1o be at his side through what his doctor
said will be a long recovery. The most

Please twnto Page 8
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CLOUT GOES TO COLLEGE

Who had
clout? Kids
at affluent
high schools

Hundreds on U. of T. list
came from just 22 schools

Looking to land on tie University of [lli-
nois’ clont list? You may need torelocate.

A Chicago Tribune analysis of U. of I ad-
missions data found clowt clearly thrived in
places—-the North Shore and some western
suburbs, in particular—where families were
well-positioned and politically savvy enetigh
to tap into connections with elected officials
aml university crustees.

More than halfof the 616 graduating ik
nois students whose applications received
spectal consideration from 2005 to 2009 grad.
uated from just 22 high schools, all but one in
the metro area. Meanwhile, at least 655 I
nois high schools had no clouted applicants
atall

Highland Park High School isat the top of
the list, with Histudents being designated as
“Category I"-—or worthy of special attention
inadmisstons—in thelast five years. Loyola
Academy in Wilnette comes in second with
2%

Despite its size, the entire Chicrgo Public
Schools system had only 25 applicants on the
Lists since 2005,

“Those numbers are astounding and it just
highllghts the privilege of the wealthy,” said
Maribeth Vunder Weele, one of seven com-
missionerson a panel charged with looking
into U. of I adrnisstons practices. “It piled

lready ad-
vantaged children ” News FOCUS, PAGE 4

How many students at your
school got on the clout list?

Search the university admissions data with
our new online tool at chicagotribune.com/
cloutschools

NATION

& WORLD
Obama

to NAACP:
Fight on
While paying
tribute to the
civil rights body
on its centenni-

TRIBUNE REPORTER

Starts cleaning firm
to help sweep away
stress of joblessness
By Margaret Ramirez

Therapist puts clients to work

al, the first black
US. president
says discrimi-
nation stilf
Testers. marny

Who knows where
the Willis Tower is?
Not many people on the first day
of the tower's renaming. pacee
Business: David Creisingon
what's in a name change. saog2s

As a psyvchotherapist In Oak Park
far the last 30 years, Doris Ayala

abuse and ahxiety

But for those suffering depression
due to unemployment, there was a
Limit to how much she could help Five
years ago, the doctor
different medicine and started Sweep
Ing Dimensions, a dmning sewice

bs for Dher out-ofwork

Latino clients and other unemployed
individuals.

With the same thoroughness she
uses in therapy; Avalz often goes out
with het crews as they clean luxury
homes and offices across Chicago. She
supervises the mopping and scrub-
bing and does some dusting and
vacuuming. She leads a double life—

Doris Ayata {foreground} cleans a Near North Side condominium with employee
Marla Garces, a former patiant of Ayala's. ALEX GARGIA/TRIBUNE PHOTO

part clinician and part cleaning
boss—-helping her clients and em-
ployees turn thefr livesaround,

“You can provide psychotherapy
until you're blue in the face. But that’s
not going to make them feel better if

they don’t have a job and they have to
support their fanilies and feed their
children.” said Ayala, 57, co-founder
and executive director of the Latino

Piease turn to Page 8
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8 friends trying to get home in SUV
are rammed by reputed gang member
in alleged case of mistaken identity

i e
Robert Thompson was in the SUV and was hurt when the minivan rofied the SUV, “We uied to avoid them

Shalimar
Santiago

and they kept

us!” said The

INE PHOTO

Survivors recount deadly
end to night on the town

TRIBUNE REPORTERS

A few hours before sunup, the
eight young friends from the west
suburbs were just trying to get
home in & black Lincoln Naviga-
tor SUV when they gol turned

and lest on Chicago’s
West Side.

Passing the other way early
Saturday was Shalimar Santdago,
27, a repuied gang member driv-

ing through the nelghborhood
about an hour after 2 buddy had
been shot by someone in a black
SUV, Luw enforcement sources

saj

Within momsnts, Santiago al-
legedly rammed and sideswiped
the Lincoln with his minivan,
causing the SUV to fitp over and
hit a Hght pole. The law enforoe-
ment officials are calling it &
tragiccaseof mistaken identity in
which a group of people became
victims of 2 gang feud, with
deadly consequences. And this

time, the weapon was a minivan.

“We tried to avoid them and
they kept sideswxping us," said
Robert Thompson, 21, 4 passen-
ger in the youths” SU\« “VWe tried
tolose them by going left but they
hit us deadon. .. 1 remember
Ripping once, twice maybe, and
that's it™

On Monday, one SUV passen-
ger, Siephanie Herrers, 18, died
in Mt Sinal Hospital, according
ta the Cook County medical ex

Please turn to Page 10

TRIBUNE WATCHDOG
CLOUT GOES TO COLLEGE

Scandal
claims 2nd
at U of L.

With review panel
set to upbraid him
over admissions,
board chief quits

»

and Jodi 5. Cohen
TRIBUNE REPCRTERS

Nranjan Shah, chairman of the
University of illinois board, is the
second trustee to resign in a week.
PHIL VELASQUEZ/TRIBUNE PHOTO

Days before a state panel is set to
blast him for his heavy-handedness
in University of illinols affuirs,
board Chalrman Niranjan Shah
resigned his powerful post Monday
while accepting some blame for his
role in a farteaching adinissions

scandal.
An Oak Brook businessinan and
pmliﬂc palltical donor, Shllh be-

Tribune editorial

Other trustees will likety quit in
short order. it’s the only honorable
thing for them to do. PacE14

to step down amid nllegations !hm
he oversiepped his authority in
meddling with undergraduate and
gradusne smpllmllon& Trustee
Lawrence Eppley resigned last
week, saying he wanted to resiore
public confidence In the Urbana-

board in Hmbo,” trustee Frances
Carroll said "My ooncern is we
won't be able to do the business of
;he pm\'ershy Heveryone isresign-
ng"

Shah and fellow board members

Champajgn campus, cane wnder scrutiny following rev.
Shah's demrmm {eaves behind a e.lat Ions of clout lsts that gave
tured board with an an ad-

frant
wcartain future. The remaining
seven governowappointed mem-
bers will be wrged to sulunit their
resignations when the Ilinofs Ad-
missions Review C e
leases its veport this week.

“I don't know who else might
decide to resign. so it leaves the

m\sslons edge at the state’s most
selective public untversily Reonrds
show that Shah's sway also influ.
enced housing and employmenl
relatives
and atleast one mnploym 's child.

Piease turn to Page 10

SPORTE
Bears shuffling
starters on offense
Greg Olsen replaces Desmond
Clawk even though Clark is the
flrst Beaes tight end sinoe Mike
Ditka to post three straight 40
catch seasons. David Haugh
writeson Clark's classy response.
AND
Strange tahlemates State prohes access
chew over label law to old charity's funds
The restaurant industry isstew- A Waukegan man says he'sirying
ing over afederal bill that would wrevive the Lake County Hu.
requirelarger chains to post mane Soclety: but the [ilinols
calorie counts on menu boards— attorney general’s office s probr-
arl the battle has created some ing his access to the charity's
unexpected alliances. mceir neardy §1 million i assots. past s

For the first family,

first-rate health care

President Barack Obamg, in his push for health-carereforin, notes thathe

vebetter

medical treatment. Just how good Is the first fanily’s heaith care? Well,

there's a White Hi dical stadT plus VIP at

military n the onmotor-

cades, 2 guick-t ing room on Alr Force One and the nation’s

most skilled beck and call. f C d

pretty well with acoess to an on-site clinic for afee. And noone Complete forecast
e " of“p tsting o ot SAGEC onthe back of

JEWEL SAMAD/GETTY-ARR PHATO Live! sEcTioNS




CLOUT GOES TO COLLEGE

Panel: Leaders failed U. of 1.

Report on clout admissions urges trustees to quit, vast reform

By Jodi S, Cohen
and Stacy St. Clafr
TRIBUNE REPORTERS

Afer aneight-week investigation

found that the state’s culture of

versity of Minols, a state panel
called Thursday for

Review Conunission urged the unf-
versity's trustees to yesign and had
harsh words for the lop adminis-
frators—President B. Joseph White
and Chancellor Richard Herman—
for acting unethically by enabling
anadmissions process that allowed
subpar students spansored by pow.
people to get Snm the sta!e'e

and reforms to move the school past
the embarras:
To start, the Hinois Admissions

most

“The University now finds itself
in a full-fledged crisis purely of its
own making,” the report states.

Tribune editorlal

Report makes the case that White
and Herman must go. PGET

~Public confidence fn the Univer-
sity andl its Jeadership has eroded,
and the Univarsity must set out in
earnest to regain the public's trust
and mmxnhedamagednne to its
reput

‘While the report stopped short of

calling for While’s and Herman's
resignations. it strongly enenur-
aged anewly reconstituted Board of
‘Trustees to review theleaders'roles
in the scandal. The comunission
suggested that Gov, Pal Quinn do-
termine which lrustees. if any
should continue to oversee the
state’s flagship university Quinn is
expected to address the admisstons
faliout Friday

Please turn to Page 12

U. of 1. President B. Joseph White
said Thursday he wilf not step
dowN. ABEL URIBE/TRIBUNE PHOTO
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Sotomayor
makes history
|

MARY ALTAFFER/AP PHOTO
Soni 831 by
the Senste on Thursday, setting the stage
for her to beconse the first Hispante jus-
tice on the U.S. Supreme Court. While her
ethnicity has made headlines, other facets
af herbackgroux likely will influence
het in ways hardl
STORY AND ANALYSIS, PAGE13

JOHN BEUGHES
1950-2009

‘HE PUT
CHICAGO ON
THE MAP’

Director-writer’s
coming-of-age movies
dominated the '80s

John Hughes' name became
synonymous withabrand of
comedy in which young, rebel-
tious yet good-at-heart characters
battie theestablishment. Films
suchas “Ferris Bueller's
(2.8 Doy Off," “The Brealdast
% f Club” and"Home
\ 6’/ Alone” took on an fconic
status, sl while his pro-
ductions revitalized Chicago's film

TRIBUNE WATCHDOG

Olympic committee member Michael Scott has
won aldermanic backing to develop a swath of
city land near a proposed 2016 site. The plan
smsrsamenmers | iNCludes homes, shops — even a Nike store.

Daley insider corners
prime Olympics lots

By Todd Lighty,
David Helnzmann

A member of Mayor Richard
Daley’s team warking to bring
the Olympics to Chicago has
quietly arranged to develop city-
owned land near a park that
would be transformed for the

industry andlaunched the careers 2016 Swminer Games, potan-
ofscoresaf tchas inghimselftocash
Matthew Broderick, Molly Ring: m if the Games come here, 3
wald and Macaulay Culkin. ?Jbune fnvestigation
OBITUARY INMOVIES Developer Michael Scatt St,
an early member of the mayor's

LOLLAPALOOZA

Greg Kot’s picks
fozr this weekend’s

can*t-miss acts

ON THE TOWN

Full farecast on the back of Movies sscTion s

Olymplc committee, leads a

kitty-corner from the propossd

Park sporting venues, &
location where land values
could jump iff the city gets the
Olympies.

The plan—which would in-
clude a Nike store—already has
gotten crucial support from the
local alderman, who has set
aside the fots for Scott and his
group,

‘The city generally sells tax-
payer-owned lots for §1 apfece
for affordable housing projects,
and in other cases negotiates
land prices.

Soott owns Michael Scott &

Lots along the 1100 block of South Atbany Avenue are among those sarmarked for Michael Scott’s group. ABEL URBE/THBUNE PHOTOS

Assoclates, a real estate devel-
optient and investment firin. He

serves as president of the
Chicago Board of Education,
and was in the news earlier this
week when he sald he was
subpoenaed 10 testify Wefore a
federal prand Jury looking into
admissions to the city's elite
public achools,

Scott’s designs on the public
land are sure to retnforce con-
cerns of residents that IUs the
mayor's friends who woitld ben.
efit from Daley bringing the 2016
Olympics to the city The story is
afamiliar one in Daley’s admin:
istration, whare City Hafl insid-
ers have personally profited
from even the tostelvieminded

Three people fish at the south end afDouglas Park's pond wednsday The parkis pmposm to be the
site of some Olympics events if Chicago snares the 2016 Summer Games.

of projects, from recycling gar-
bage to building Millennium
Park.

The devolopment team in-
cludes six Wes! Side ministers,
some of whom are politically
connected.

Scott.  who  acknowledged

Please turn to Page 4
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ride for
Kiddieland
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CLOUT GOES TO COLLEGE

Admissions scandal
sinks U. of I. leader

White’s departure
marks latest fallout

Mystery
surrounds
lost tax bill

Morethan s decade ago, Standard
Federal Bank sent the Cook Caunty
treasurer’s office a check topay
Mary McLean's 1936 property taxes
from escrow. What

happened after that
isanybody’s guess,
‘but the county now

5 I 1s seeking payment .
over clout list for
connected students
By Jodi 8. Cohen, Stacy St. Clair
SPORTS and Malone
Bradl iz TRIBUNE REPORTERS
racaley apolog es As pressure mounted during the summer
for poor behavior i e
. " iniversity of 0} 3 lent osep]
In what could be his last “official White carried in his pocket a motivational
actas a Cub, outflelder releases card reminding him to “Keep Calm and Carry
statement in apparent effort to mk;xdtb veral months, he i Helaunched
r several months, he did. He laun
rehabilitate his reputation, im- an overhaul of the
provehis chances of being traded. sions system. Hepublicly
apologized the INSIDE
abns: He defended his
CHICAGO 2016 But on Wednesday,
Ythz munced he no
longer id carry on &s
ODrah says president. He said he will
yes, but wil D Ys step down at the end of
h b the year, forgoing a
she say mores 33 $475,000 retention bonus .
due in February and al Will former
Oprah Winfrey will travel to Copen- lowing a new board of | President
‘hagen next week to support the trustees to choose 2 Stanley
Chicago2016bid —but ft'snot leader. Ikenberry be
20! —butit'sno White's resignation is tapped for
clear if she'l beone of thecity's 10 theﬂlaéwt flal!lc\t; from interim role?
Oct ts revelations that the uni- PAGE &
smkemoon ‘t;:zrori 4S-minute versity had a formalized
pitch to Olymple voters. races mnussmmn;pgﬁm tat | EDITORIAL
sul t pol
cally connected apph m‘:’ ﬁrge
cants to get in over more o el tiie
JOHNRASS qualified candidates. Six | 5RNEET
. trustees have already Sext to go. e
Chicago Way awaits e Whitehas shown | ek
contractor’s return great leadership in this

As Marco Morales awafts extradi-

decision and leaves the university without the
scars of a termination,” said board Chairman

tion to Chicago, where he could
talk about his dealings with City
Hall, his son, Marc, keeps getting
millions in city contracts. mag2

Christopher Kennedy, who was appointed by
Gov. Pat Quinn last month.

White, who teaches about ethics and lead-
ership, will remain at the university as a
business pmfasor earning about moooo na‘
year, il

continue to work on a fundraising campaign

Please tum to Page 4

You read about it here first
The Breaking News Center’s alert
about White was sent at 7:39 a.m.
‘Wednesday. Get all of Chicagoland's

fatest news at chicagobreakingnews.com

e et SlEINY
TAM. | NOON | 6PM.
B | T4 | T2

Read Tom Skilllng's forecast on the
ck of Live!

University of lliinols Prasident 8, Jossph White saldhe will step down at the end of the year, forgo-
Ing a $475,000 ratention bonus due in February. YERRENCE ANTONIO JAMES/TRIBUNE FLE PHOTO

October 3

LUXE!
OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, 10AM - 3PM
First Floor » The Merchandize Mart

SHOP, EAT, DRINK AND LEARN AT MORE THAN 30
LUXURY KITCHEN & BATH BOUTIQUES

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION
NICOLE FACCIUTO

& Designar and Host of HGTVs
o x’s Red, Ho, & Green
10:30 ~11:30AM
North Lobby, First Floor

Areport says debris from constmcuon sites near O'Hare runways can endanger airplanes, CHRIS SWEDA/TRIBUNE PHOTO

O’Hare cited for safety violations

FIRST 100 PEQPLE TO
ARRIVE will receive o speciol

TRIBUNE EXCLUSIVE FAA'S warni i i other wildlife. X oift ot the locture,
EXS F ng HOHC? lists A warning notice from the FAA to
hazards that endanger takeoffs and landings Chicago said the inspections show . Visit luxehome.com/apanhouse
that O'Hare is seriously outof compll- to register for keynote
By Jon Hilkevitch Wednesday. ance with federal aviation law. The or for more datails.
TRIBUNE REPORTER The safety breaches, uncovered by  notice, called a “Jetter of correction,”
the Federal Aviation Administration  also chastised the Chicago Depart- {N CELEBRATION OF NATIONAL KITCHEN AND BATH MONTH

Federal found
violations at O’Hare International
Airport that endanger airplanes at
the most critical phases of flight —
takeoffs and landings, officials said

during.

at O'Hare, range from debris on
runways to excessive amounts of talt
grass and weeds that create hazards
for planes by attracting birds and

ment of Aviation for what the federal
agency called a pattern of false state-
ments in its self-inspection program.

Please turn to Page 16
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§ STATE OF CORRUPTION

Blagojevich pal tells of get-rich schemes .....
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B s TRIBUNE WATCHDOG
CLOUT GOES TO COLLEGE!

: idedt ersity of finols Char
“With chancellor’s departu
beyond ‘the trauma’ of :

' WATGHDOG UPDATE.
Task force hears of
;.nursmg home crisis:

ia bavewermkenmpamhlesmps
mmmthepage sald’ former U..of 1
Jkenberry, a nationally

Beleasuemd Unherslty of Hlinots Chian-
- cellor Richard H his
resignation 'mesday, marking a near-

rsmost’ bes
sendor Jeadership.
Universuy and state leaders laudéd Her
ase decisfon

man's
‘that will“allow . the: umve.rslty to' move .

_preferenttal admissions drifssions practices that et
appllmh eonned.ed m irustees, lawmak

CHICAGOLAND D)
CLTV host’s parents Brown’s
found shot to death :
Two bedies found in a suburban Cthken
forest preserve were identified as »
Milton and Ruby McClendon,
b M killer gets
Garrard McClendon. eacewe ]if . .
€ 1In prison
972 sick students p
close high school Like Luna, Degorski
St. Charles East canceled classes is spared death penalty

through Friday after 872 ab-

sences. No swine flu was con-
firmed, but officials saw kids
with finlike symptoms. racer

GOOD EATING

ers have grown in popularity
and varjety. Check out the
recipe for chef Wolfgang
Puck’s classic sitloin slider
with remoulade.

4P.M.

7a

1P,

&8

See Tom Skilling's forecast
on the back of Live! secTions

o : o .
Arnulfo Pence, left, and Gregory Frederick. TINA FINEBERG/PHOTO FOR THE TRIBUNR

Strangers united by horror
to reunite in a celebratlon

‘Two Chicago women, Faye Gilmoreand
her daughter, Leigh, arethrowingare.
unfon party at their home on Saturday for
two special guys from New York.

‘This isalove story, of
sorts, with tall Manhat.
tan skyscrapers in it
and a greathotel But
it's not that kind of love
story. Jt's theJove that

with death eomlng for
them.

“"What better reason
tohave aparty thanto
thank someone who

saved your 1ife?” satd

e, 73.

For the last eight years, the Gilmore
women didn't even know the men's names.
The men didn't know their names. Each
pair thought the other might bedead.

John
Kass

Faye Gllmcn, 73.and her daug,hter. Leigh,
50, MICHAEL TERCHA/TRIBUNE PHATO

Ithappened in New York eight years ago,
on themorningof Sept. 11.

Faye and Leigh, 50, in a wheelchair and
suffering from multiple sclerosis, were
guests at the Marriott World Trade Center
hotel Now known as “Hotel Ground Zero,"

Please turn to Page 2

A Cook County jury on Tuesday recom-
mended life in prison for James Degorski,
who was convicted last month for the
murders of seven workers at the Brown's
Chicken restaurant in Palatine in 1993,
‘Two jurors refused to impose thedeath
penalty on him. The verdict left some of
the victims’ relatives disappointed, butall
were thankful that their 16-year ordeal
had come to some kind of closure. pace4

Dlane Clayton. mother of victim Marcus
Nellsen, becomes emotional after the
verditt, NUCCIO DINUZZO/YRIBUNE PHOTO

discounttire.cons RRA STORE NEAR YOU!

Bllmassmns

AMERICA'S LARGEST INDEPENDENT TIRE DEALER




From: Hurd, Heidi M. [mailto:HHurd@law.uiuc.edu]
Sent: Saturday, April 29, 2006 9:45 AM
To: Herman, Richard

Subject: RE: [

Only very high-paying jobs in law firms that are absolutely indifferent to whether the five have passed their law school
classes or the Bar.

Sheeshk. It's enough to make one want to be a Republican.
Heidi

Heidi M. Hurd

Dean, College of Law

David C. Baum Professor of Law and Professor of Philosophy
Co-Director of the Pragram in Law and Philosophy

From: Herman, Richard [mailto:rhh@uiuc.edu]
Sent: Saturday, April 29, 2006 9:38 AM

To: Hurd, Heidi M.

Subject: RE:

Heidi,
Straight from the G. My apologies.
Larry has promised to work on jobs (5). What counts?
Richard

From: Hurd, Heidi M. [mailto:HHurd@law.uiuc.edu]
Sent: Friday, April 28, 2006 11:14 AM
To: Herman, Richard

Subject: FW: [

Can you turn this around, Richard? Please? Heidi

From: Pless, Paul

Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2006 2:24 PM
To: Hurd, Heidi M.

Subject: NG

Dean Hurd,

I received your message concerning IIMBBMN. ! can't state strongly enough the negative impact this will have on the
profile of the incoming class. [N o the 41st percentile and his undergraduate GPA is a[lil] (* if
you remove grades he received at a community college). This places him well below both of our 25th percentiles in the
Incoming class (162 and 3.15). With a class of 185 students, a single student can have a major impact on the profile.
Because we are being forced to admit NI | will have to admit at least 2 additional students to ensure there is no
negative impact on the profile, and | can't say for certain that even that will be enough. Since we are so late in the process
it will be uniikely that | will be able to find any single candidate that would have both the LSAT and GPA to counteractii]
I rumbers. By admitting IIIMll& we zre putting in jeopardy the goal of increasing our median GPA ta a 3.5.

UNIVER000013




| have another concern. This is now the third candidate that we have been forced to admit. [N

I 2/so hurt our LSAT goals but at least don't damage our GPA median. They are also qualified to be students here
and should be able to compete (although not at a high lavel). IR will not be a successful student here and | have
very real concerns about his ability to pass the Bar. (National and College studies indicate that an LSAT below 151 put
students at a serious risk for passing the Bar. Over the past 5 years less than half of the students admitted with a 151 or
below have passed, whereas 95% of those above a 151 have passed the Bar on their first attempt.)

2 years ago we were forced to admit | N - =n LSAT of il but a GPA of I
Through years of correlation data we predicted that her GPA for the first year would be a [l (or the bottom third of the
class). Her first year GPA was in fact a Il (bottom 15% of the class). [l predictive index is 2.6. | find it hard
to justify admitting a student that we know will struggle here and that we know will struggle to pass the Bar.

| apologize for the bluntness of this email, but we are setting this young man up to fail. His GPA in his junior year was a
£ His GPA in his first semester of his senior year was a There is no track record of success and when he is
faced with the rigor of our program there is absolutely no reason to expect anything other than failure.

Paul

UNIVERO000014






