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Federal sources

IPEDS - Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System, nces.ed.gov/ipeds
The U.S. Department of Education’s primary source for data on colleges and universities. It’s comprehensive and good for making comparisons, but the data lags a year or two behind.

To look up basic info for one college or compare up to four colleges, go to the IPEDS College Navigator at nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/  You’ll find data on stuff like:
· Student enrollment – total and by ethnicity, gender, age, in-state vs. out-of-state, etc.

· Tuition & fees
· % of students receiving financial aid and average award amount
· % of applicants who were accepted and the percent of accepted students who enrolled 
· Graduation rates (four-, five- and six-year, also rates by ethnicity and gender)

· Retention rates (percent of freshmen who returned the next school year)

· Campus crime statistics
Regional and state sources

Four regional groups collect data on public higher education in their member states. How do average tuition & fees in your state compare to neighboring states? What percent of median family income is required to pay tuition and fees in your state compared to others? How do graduation rates compare across states? That’s the kind of information available. 
Southern Regional Education Board (www.sreb.org)  16 states- Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia.
Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (www.wiche.edu) 15 states - Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington, Wyoming.
Midwestern Higher Education Compact (www.mhec.org) 12 states - Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, N. Dakota, Ohio, S. Dakota, Wisconsin.
New England Board of Higher Education (www.nebhe.org) 6 states - Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont.
Also check with your state’s higher education agency. A list of all 50 state agencies is available at http://www.sheeo.org/agencies.asp The data’s mostly for public colleges, though some states also include basic information on private colleges.
Campus and campus system resources

The best bet is your college’s Institutional Research office (sometimes called institutional analysis or institutional planning). Typically, IR will have data on enrollments, degrees, graduation rates, staffing levels and salaries, most popular majors, admissions statistics, geographic origin of students and more. Some campus systems also collect data on all of their campuses. The Association of International Research provides links to many college IR offices here. http://www.airweb.org/page.asp?page=309&cat=offices
Then there’s the National Survey of Student Engagement and Community College Survey of Student Engagement. How many reports or papers do you write in class? How often do you interact with professors outside class? How good is your college’s academic advising? If you could start over again, would you attend the same college?  These are the kinds of questions asked by NSSE and CCSSE, which are voluntary national surveys. 
Find reports for individual community colleges at  http://www.ccsse.org/survey/profiles.cfm      Data on four-year colleges is available from USA Today at http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/nsse.htm (But not every college chooses to share its data – which might be worth a story in itself.)
Story Ideas
· How many undergraduates at your college graduation within four, five or six years? How do those rates vary by race, gender or major? See how the rates compare to other nearby colleges and the national average. 
· For community colleges: what percent of students transfer to a four-year college and eventually earn a bachelor’s degree? Four year-colleges: How many students transfer in from community colleges, and do they graduate at the same rate as other students?

· See how much tuition and fees have risen at your college over several years. Then look at how much financial aid students receive – has aid kept up with the rising sticker price? Again, compare to other colleges and the nation.

· Some public universities are trying to diversify and recruit more students from other states. Find out how many students come from other states, and see how that’s changed over the years. Do they pay higher tuition or get a break? Are they more academically qualified than in-state students?

